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Integrity in Science 
On the documentation of primary data 
In accordance with the guidelines of the Swiss Academy of Medical Sciences, the Institute of 
Physiology at the University of Zürich has established the following rules regarding the 
documentation of experimental data. 
 
1. Each experimenter protocols his/her data in a lab-journal provided by the Institute. A single 

experimenter can have simultaneous lab-journals if conducting parallel projects. A lab-
journal can be shared by different persons, if they are working on the same project (upon 
agreement with the project leader; see also Pt. 4). 

2. All pages of the lab-journal must be numbered. All pages must remain in the lab-journal (no 
tearing out of pages allowed). 

3. The use of pencil and erasable ink is forbidden. 

4. Each entry in the lab-journal must be dated. Entries must be signed (initials) by each 
particular experimenter in case of shared lab-journals. 

5. When possible, all primary data and pictures should be included in the lab-journal. For large 
sets of data, large pictures or computer files, precise links to external data acquisition and 
storage (e.g. folders, CD-ROM, hard-disks) must be written down in the lab-journal. External 
links should be marked in a specific color to facilitate the follow-up process by third persons 
(e.g. project leader). 

6. Externally documented data (i.e. not in the lab-journal) must be marked with the date of the 
experiment and with the exact designation and page number, where the link can be found in 
the corresponding lab-journal. 

7. Besides primary data, the lab-journal includes comments (by the experimenter/owner) on: 
o possible divergences to the original research plan, 
o unexpected occurrences that may affect the interpretation of the results, 
o preliminary interpretation of the findings, especially mentioning their degree of 

confidence as assessed by the experimenter. 

8. Project leaders (Gruppenchefs) are responsible for the respect of these rules by their group 
members. The lab-journals remain with the project leader and must be conserved for at least 
10 years after completion of the research project.  
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Lab-journal:

 

Date, title of experiment 

Comments on last
experiments 

< Link to external data > 

Date, title of experiment 

Page# Page# 

 External data should be 
time-stamped and include 
a unique identifier (name 
+ page number in the 
corresponding lab-journal). 


